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The reaction mechanism of proton-induced composite particle emission, such as 3He-
and α-particles, into the continuum has been a subject of interest for many years.
The basic reaction process as a statistical multistep pre-equilibrium formulation has
been identified and confirmed long ago. However, many important details were until
fairly recently still obscure. Valuable insight into the mechanism of (p,α) and (p,3He)
reactions only became available with our work during the last 4 years [1-4]. Results
and conclusions based on these studies at incident energies from 65 to 160 MeV will
be presented and evaluated. Some remaining problems and possible future avenues of
investigation will also be discussed.
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